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Via Capitol Website

April 22, 2009
Conference Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2009, 1:15 p.m. in CR 225
Letter in Support of HB 975 HD1, SD1 –Agricultural Water Systems

(Irrigation of Agricultural Lands) 
Senate Conferees:  Honorable Chair Clayton Hee, Senator Donna Mercado Kim, 
Senator Russell Kokubun, and Senator Fred Hemmings. 

House Conferees: Honorable Co-Chairs Representative Clift Tsuji, Representative Ken Ito and 

Representative  Jessica Wooley, Representative Barbara Marumoto 
My name is Dave Arakawa, and I am the Executive Director of the Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF), a private, non-profit research and trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility company.  One of LURF’s missions is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and development, while safeguarding Hawai’i’s significant natural and cultural resources and public health and safety.
HB 975 HD1, SD1 will authorize the Agribusiness Development Corporation to acquire agricultural water systems to provide water for irrigation of agricultural lands. Exempts agricultural water systems from the subdivision requirements of county ordinances. Provides conveyance requirements for the property owner. 
The management of agricultural water systems is important to the agriculture industry, agribusiness and the farmers of Hawaii. The availability of water to farmers is usually the main  issue that may determine the sustainability of any agricultural operation. This bill would allow improvements to agricultural water systems. 
Based on the above, we respectfully request the  favorable consideration of HB 975 HD1, SD1. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for HB 975 HD1, SD1. 

