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Via E-Mail
May 22, 2009

Via E-Mail to Cathy.Veillard@hawaii.gov
Honorable Linda Lingle

Governor, State of Hawaii

Attn: Ms. Cathy Veillard

Policy – Office of the Governor

State Capitol, Room 417

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813


Re: Support of HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1 - Relating to Renewable Energy 



Facilities (Exempts leases and easements for renewable energy 



projects from subdivision requirements.)
Dear Governor Lingle: 

My name is Dave Arakawa, and I am the Executive Director of the Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF), a private, non-profit research and trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility company.  One of LURF’s missions is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and development, while safeguarding Hawai’i’s significant natural and cultural resources and public health and safety.
LURF supports HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1, which exempts leases and easements for renewable energy projects from subdivision requirements and requires agencies to accept instruments for recording and filing.
HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1 (1) adds a new section to Chapter 201N of the Hawaii Revised Statutes entitled Exemption from Subdivision Requirements and (2) amends Section 201N-1 by defining subdivision requirements. This bill will assist in expediting the process and allow potential renewable energy investors the ability to develop a renewable energy facility, while still protecting the public’s health, safety and welfare. This bill is effective upon approval and sunsets in July 2013.  
The purpose of this bill is to facilitate the financing and development of renewable energy projects by allowing leases and easements pertaining to renewable energy projects by allowing leases and easements pertaining to renewable energy projects, together with mortgages and other conveyances as security for finance, to be created, enforceable and recordable without requiring the landowner to obtain subdivision approval, and  instead requiring approval for exemption from subdivision requirements. HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1 provides the option of a renewable energy lease, in cases in which the lease is for less than the entire lot, in order for the lease to be eligible for title insurance and project financing. 

Background. By way of background, Act 207 Session laws of Hawaii 2008, established the renewable energy facility siting process to expedite the processing and approval or denial of any permit plan application for the siting, development, construction and operation of a renewable energy facility.  This bill will assist in expediting the process and allow potential renewable energy investors the ability to develop a renewable energy facility, while still protecting the public’s health, safety and welfare. 

LURF’S Position. LURF and its members support and employ solar energy and renewable energy devices and we also support the general intent of HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1, which will allow and expedite the financing and development of renewable energy facilities by allowing leases and easements pertaining only to renewable energy facilities to be created for mortgages and other conveyances without requiring a landowner to obtain formal subdivision approval, which will delay the renewable energy facility siting process. 
LURF and its members also agree that we, as a community, should work to conserve energy, and we also believe that the choice of renewable energy devices is necessary to meet the State’s goal of 70% renewable energy by 2030. 

The importance of improving the approval process for renewable energy projects was stressed on February 17, 2009 by Joshua Strickler, Renewable Energy Facilitator of the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism made a presentation before the House Energy and Environmental Protection Committee.  In that presentation, Mr. Strickler included the following facts in his presentation:

· There are over thirty renewable energy companies interested in investing in Hawaii;

· Most investors recognize the potential of Hawaii’s natural resources to produce clean energy, particularly ocean waves, water, wind, sun and agricultural production;

· In some cases, there may be up to 109 permits that may be required for a renewable energy project with 25 different Federal, State and County agencies;

· Expediting the permitting process for renewable energy facilities will reassure energy technology investors that the facility can be built in a timely fashion.

Based on the above, we respectfully request Governor’s favorable consideration of HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1.
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for HB 589 HD1 SD2 CD1. 
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