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July 10, 2009
Via E-Mail to Cathy.Veillard@hawaii.gov
Honorable Linda Lingle

Governor, State of Hawaii

Attn: Ms. Cathy Veillard

Policy – Office of the Governor

State Capitol, Room 417

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813


Re:  Opposition to Governor’s Intent to Veto HB 1470 HD1 SD1 CD1


Relating to Hawaii Public Procurement Code – Exempts GSA 



approved sole source vendors from procurement code. 
Dear Governor Lingle: 

My name is Dave Arakawa, and I am the Executive Director of the Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF), a private, non-profit research and trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility company.  One of LURF’s missions is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and development, while safeguarding Hawai’i’s significant natural and cultural resources and public health and safety.
We are writing to respectfully request that you reconsider your intent to veto HB 1470 HD1 SD1 CD1. This measure will amend procurement provisions and will open new opportunities for Hawaii’s agribusiness industry in Hawaii. This measure will add considerable benefit to the sustainability of the local production, sales and marketability of local produce in Hawaii. 

The purpose of this bill is to update the Hawaii Public Procurement Code to expedite Hawaii’s ability to use and benefit from federal economic stimulus funds. There are three substantive parts to this bill. Part I amends Section 103D-102 and 103D-305 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) by exempting United States General Services Administration vendors from complying with Section 103D-302, 103D-303 or 103D-304 in any procurement funded by the state and federal matching funds, if the bidder or offeror was responsible for obtaining or was the recipient of federal funds. Part I also changes bond requirements depending on the procurement amounts for goods, services or construction.  Part II amends Chapter 103D by adding numerous provisions that essentially providing a preference of Hawaii producers in the purchases by the State. Part II also removes exemptions created by the Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) that commonly conflict with statutory provisions. Part III amends Section 103D, HRS and requires the state procurement office to keep statistics of solicitations and awards protested under section 103D-707 for the purpose of improving procurement procedures. Part III also amends Section 103D-709 and the administrative proceedings for review process. This measure will be effective upon approval and Part I will be repealed ion July 1, 2012 and Part III shall be repealed on July 1, 2011.  
LURF’S POSITION. LURF and its members support HB 1470 HD1 SD1 CD1 because it not creates new opportunity with the Government for Hawaii’s agricultural producers, but will also assist in stimulating the local economy. 
With Hawaii’s dependence on outside sources of food, gas and other tangibles, it is important that the people of Hawaii support local grown produce and work toward growing less dependent on mainland suppliers. 

State of Hawaii, Board of Agriculture Chair, Sandra Lee Kunimoto summarized the benefits of buying local in an editorial opinion for the Honolulu Advertiser:

Purchasing locally grown produce keeps the money flowing through our community. When you purchase foods grown elsewhere, you are supporting agribusinesses in other areas. Also the nutritional content of locally grown foods is often higher, since many vegetables begin to lose their nutritional value after they are picked. August 14, 2008.

Based on the above, we respectfully request that you reconsider your intent to veto HB 1470 HD1 SD1 CD1 and request your favorable consideration of this measure. 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for HB 1470 HD1 SD1 CD1.
c: Linda Smith 
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