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Via Capitol Website
February 23, 2009

House Committee on Water, Land and Ocean Resources and 

Committee on Agriculture

Hearing Date: February 23, 2009, at9:00 AM in CR 325

Testimony in Support of HB 1047: Relating to Important Agricultural Lands (IAL clarification)

Honorable Chair Ken Ito, Vice Chair Sharon E. Har, and House Water Land and Ocean Resources Committee Members,  and Honorable Chair Clift Tsuji, Vice-Chair Jessica Wooley, and House Agriculture Committee Members:

My name is Dave Arakawa, and I am the Executive Director of the Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF), a private, non-profit research and trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and a utility company.  One of LURF’s missions is to advocate for reasonable, rational and equitable land use planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well-planned economic growth and development, while safeguarding Hawaii’s significant natural and cultural resources and public health and safety.

LURF  supports HB 1047, which amends section 205-45, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to ensure that all Important Agricultural Lands (IAL) to be designated or agricultural lands to be reclassified under subsection (b) shall be on the same island; and amends subsection (e) to add that the commission shall evaluate the suitability of the land for reclassification in accordance with sections 205-2 and 205-17, Hawaii Revised Statutes, and that conditions imposed by the commission in the declaratory order shall run with the land.
HB 1047 includes “housekeeping” changes to the IAL designation and reclassification process in HRS section 205-45, which are consistent with the purposes and intent of the IAL law.   
Based on the above, we respectfully request your favorable consideration of HB 1047.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for HB 1047.
